




16 erna, diplomatic royal visits and the resultant fanfare and processions - all to be endlessly discussed on the

new-fangled telephones, The death of Queen Victoria reached Paris by telephone in 190 I ,

Department stores - Le Printemps, Le Louvre ,Au Bon Marche caught t he eye, luring passers-by with lavish

window displays, Bales of silk, velvets, Swiss broderies, satins, laces and t affet as tumbled over each other in pro

fusion in colors as rich and varied as flower gardens. Intimate specialty stores - Cartier.Tiffany, Bing - attract

ed connoisseurs by the rarity and quality of extraordinary creations. France led the way in women's fashions

as the bustle disappeared to make way for a more graceful. so ft ly fiowing si lhouette.

Theater. opera, education, lit erature and journalism flourished.There was a proliferation of new printing press

es and publications. Since the mid- I800s, literacy figures had quadrupled. Colette's first book sold forty thou

sand copies in it s first eight weeks. Zola, Balzac and de Maupassant continued to engross the newly literate

public. Zola in particular was in the news for his protest regarding Dreyfus,

Sarah Bernhardt, the early-twentieth-century's enchantress,

had been a sensat ion in Rostand's 189S La Pnncesse

LOlnto;ne. H is 1897 Cyrano played to capacity ho uses and

swept hist or ical drama forward. Bizet's Carmen had pre

miered in I 875 and ushered in a demand fo r music.

Debussy became the prevailing French composer of the

age, and soon the Ballets Russes and Caruso were to bring

the house down. On a lighter level were the dance and

music halls, the Can-Can and the musical entertainments

found in the bars. A lcohol flowed like water in the over

twenty thousand cafes that spilled onto the sidewalks, lit at

night by the new electric light systems. At the start of the

twentieth century, France had the largest alcohol con

sumption worldwide, Prior to World War I. these aspects

of Paris hardly changed, although society was actually well 

o rdered, with st r ict observance of class distinctions.
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The French train network had been established in 1840

and by the t ime Colonel Kenan took up residence. one

could t ravel from Paris throughout the Continent (albeit in

some wooden-bench discomfort), and even as far afield as

Venice on the much more luxurious Orient Express, With

its sophisticated menus, By the start of the twent ieth century, twenty thousand miles of useable track had

been laid.The year 1912 saw the Irov: Bleu speeding to the south of France,

As soon as rail travel became available, artists had set out en masse, carrying portable easels and malleable

oil paint in tubes, recording impressions of the w orld around them. Monet was among several artists who

explored the coast along the English Channel and the valley of the Seine, and had even travelled as far as

Vienna, Holland and Norway Boudin, one of Colonel Kenan's favored painters, had joined Monet in

Normandy in 1864, and on August 26, he had written to his friend Bazille. , .We are now qUite a crowd here

at Hon~eur, Jongkind and Boudin ore here, and we get on extremely well, , ,Other artists such as Renoir reached

Florence and Rome and there found new clarity of form in the work of Renaissance masters. By the year



1907. works by Impressionist painters were installed at the Metropol itan Museum of Art in N ew York That 17

same year saw the first smash hit exhibition of Cubism in Paris. Many Americans open to the new and inno-

vative and unimpressed by the history and traditions of Old Europe,

became instant admirers of this "new art."
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The problem of importing fabulous artworks into America only to pay huge

import taxes was solved for American collectors in 1909 by the Payne

Aldrich tariff that allowed all original artwork over twenty years old into the country duty free. As expected,

this led to the establishment and growth of new museums. Already, before the close of the nineteenth cen

tury. art museums with self-perpetuating boards had been established In Washington. Philadelphia. Chicago.

Brooklyn. Detroit. St. Louis. Cincinnati, San Francisco and Pittsburgh.The New York Metropolitan had Its char

ter approved In 1870; that same year the Boston Museum of Fine Arts opened.The Payne-Aldrich Tariff was

followed by a charitable deduction provision in both federal and state laws. and in 1913. the t ari ff laws were

amended to Include all original works of art. Undoubtedly. this provision was a plus to collectors bringing art

works into the U nited States.

For some Americans, those who had rapidly grown rich through enterpr ise

and industry. art collecting had more to do with establishing one's place in

society than with art itself. And for those A mer icans. art became an obses

sion. They bought compulsively, and at first randomly. until Bernard

Berenson, (an accepted world authority on the major Italian masters of the

Renaissance by the age of thirty-five), appeared on the scene. He created a

frenzied desire to own richly dramatic old master paintings. aler ting

America's wealthy barons of industry. including Frick Mellon. Kress and

Vanderbilt, to the great European traditions. Allying the salesmanship of his

partner, Joseph Duveen. to his own academic advice. he also began to cre

ate a demand for Medieval art. From 1900 to the Great Crash. Duveen and

Berenson made fortunes out of selling old masters as the new super-rich

vied to outdo each other with artistic possessions. Prices soared. Already a

huge center of extravagance and Industry. New York easily left Boston and

Philadelphia behind.
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It was not long before art museums become an answer t o the perpetuation of the family name and the

preservation of family collections to A merica's nouveaux riches. And on the whole. the taste of these financial

moguls was dramatic, extravagant and bold.They largely rejected contemporary ar t such as Impressionism.

preferring instead the established and the traditional. especially those w it h royal provenances. With spectac

u�ar fortunes at their command. they quickly became known for pseudo-Gothic castles and French chateaux

that overflowed with Gobelins and eighteenth-century tapestries, Greek marbles. Gothic stained glass, vast

Norman fireplaces, hefty Renaissance furniture. gold and crystal chandeliers. enameled objets d'art and mag

nificent bronzes. Colonel Kenan designed and built his own French chateau. "The Shack" on Lake Worth in

Palm Beach. Florida, which he filled with the art he had purchased in Paris. Alva Vanderbilt. who owned a

magnificent Fifth Avenue mansion. purchased a secretoire embell ished with chiseled bronzes. that had once

belonged to Marie Antoinette. Through this purchase. she identified hersel f wi th one of the great royal art

patrons of the past.
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W ith similar intent, the crusty Commodore (CorneliusVanderbilt), decorated the salon of his 270-foot-long

yacht, the North Star, in all the gilded magnificence of the Louis XV style. W ithin Colonel Kenan's and the

Vanderbilt s' circle, there was a longing to Int roduce Into America t reasures from an historical past that the

country had never known. In New York. extravagant purchase of traditional French and other European art

continued. even after the Armory Show set the New World ablaze with the avant-garde.This early part of

the twentieth century was perhaps one of the most excitingly significant periods hitherto in the arts. and

Colonel Kenan had been privileged to experience the excitement on both sides of the Atlantic.

Cynth a Dc«:

Formerly Curowr of Decoronve Arts
The john and Mabel ~ ng ng Museum orArt. Sarasota. Flor GO

and Deputy DJrecror O[ ~he Museum of Fine Arts. St. Petersburg, Forao
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Born to Annie Hill and James Graham Kenan on family plantation in Duplin County. N orth Carolina.

As child. frequently visits the William Rand Kenan family living at I 10 N un Street.Wilmington. North Carolina:
celebrates Christmas each year with relatives at Liberty Hall, Kenansville. North Carolina and has opportuni

ty to travel abroad with mother, Annie Hill Kenan.

Attends H omer's Militar y Academy, Oxford. N orth Carolina.

Enrolls as freshman at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Shares dormitory with first cousin.
William Rand Kenan, Jr: Does not return for spring semester.

Attends and receives medical degree (rom College of Physicians and Surgeons. Battimore. Maryland.

Lives In Kenansville. NC, and Washington, DC actively seeking a position in private practice or in the United

States military service.

Travels for 10 days with H enry Monison Flagler from N ew York to Florida.

Secures employment in medical field in N ew York City t hrough association With Henry M orrison Flagler.

Attends wedding o f first cousin. Mary Lily Kenan and Henry Morrison Flagler at Liberty H all, Kenansville, NC.

Purchases apartment at 44 rue du Bac in Paris. Begins serious collection o f European artTravels between Paris,
New York and Palm Beach Florida. W orks as house physioan during the winter season at the Flagler Palm

Beach hotels and as Flagler's personal physician.Travels occasionally with Mary Lily and Henry Flagler.

Cares fo r bedr idden Flagler at his home,W hitehall. in Palm Beach until his death.

Boards t he Lusitania for t ravel to Liverpoo l and t hen to Paris to close his apartment and escort his niece,

Louise Wise. back to the United States.

Survives the sinking of the Lusitania by German U-boat torpedo. Is rescued by Ir ish fishing vessel and taken to

Queenstown harbor hospit al. Travels safely back to United States.

Vo lunteers to serve in the A mbulance Corps of the A merican Field Service in France. Serves for six months

during the Battle o f Verdun. Receives the Croix de Guerre fo r bravery in actio n after ambulance he is driving

receives direct hit from German shell.

Receives news of death of first cousin. Mary Lily Kenan Flagler Bingham.Travels to W ilmington, N C for her

funeral at Oakdale Cemetery on July 3 I.

September 25 JOins the AEF's Med ical Corps and Relief Mission to Russia and Turkey at the time of the out

break of the Russian Revolution. Serves until discharge October 31 . 1919.

Reopens Whitehall after several years of dormancy and hosts, with his second cousin Louise Wise LeWIS. a

one-night "Gala Ball" prior to the sale of the estate.

Dies of cerebral hemorrhage white resident at Cape Fear Hotel,W ilm ington. NC. Buned at Arlington National

Cemet ery.
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